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C (logic 



cTj^e STosage ot i^fetnrr gin sf s: 

Helii JFtrat»e» m«Ue to tl^e 
Co«!St of iW«f ife> 



Si des pilotea vienx le renom dure encore, ^-4 "%. 

Ponr avoir Boeu vogaer aur vne ^troiW mer, ' •— ' 

Si le monde & present daigne encore estimer 

Ariomene, avec Palinure & Pelore : 

Cost misoa (Champ-dor^) que ndtro &ge t'honore, 

Qui s^ais par ta vertu to uire renommer, 

Qnand ta deiterit4 ompeche d'abimer 

La nef qui va sonz toy dn Ponant & I'Aurore. 

Ceui-la dn grand Neptnne oncqaes la majesty. 

Ne virent, ni lo fond dn son puissant Empire ; 

Mais desBQS I'Ocean joamellement port4 

Tn fais voir anx Fra^ois des pals toot nonveanx, 

Afin que I'ii vn four tnaint people so retire 

Fuaant lea flota gemir aonz sea ailez vaisaeanx. 



By Brt". De COSTA. 
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CHAMPDORii IN NEW ENGLAND, 1608. 



Pierre Angibadt, called " Cbampdor^," has hitherto been 
known eimply as a pilot in the service of De Mont, and not as 
an actual leader of an independent expedition. Nevertheless, in 
1608, Champlain's former associate brought out a company of colo- 
nists to New France, and sailed down the Maine coast as &r as 
8aco. This expedition has escaped treatment, for the reason that 
the statements concerning it hare appeared confused, if not con- 
tradictory. It has been taken for granted, that the efforts of the 
French, after the desertion of Port Royal, in 1607, were suspended 
until 1610. This, however, will appear to be a mistake, as 
Lescarbot, in his edition of 1609, gives an account of an expedition 
that evidently went out in 1608. It is true that, in the autumn of 
that year, the Jesuit father, Bjard, went to Bordeaux for the purpose 
of joining an expedition which he understood was to have been 
fitted out by Poutrincourt, but upon his arrival he could learn 
nothing about it. Poutrincourt had indeed promised the King to 
undertake the work again that year, yet he made no movement until 
1610. In the meanwhile, however, an expedition was sent by De 
Mont, who had secured a grant giving him the monopoly of the fur 
trade for one year. Biard probably knew nothing of this expedition, 
though he understood that a movement was in progress. Besides, 
the members of his Order were not wanted in the colony, and it was 
not until 1611 that Biard succeeded in getting out to Port Royal, 
notwithstanding the influence of the King and Queen was thrown 
in his favor." From our general knowledge of the subject, it might 
be concluded that De Mont allowed the Jesuits to suppose that the 
expedition was to leave Bordeaux at the end of 1608, in order to be 
well rid of them, while at the time arranging to sail from St. Malo. 

• On this qnegUoii.'ue Belationt da Jiiwlet,'7ol.J. p.t5; Shea's "Charlevoix," Tol. 
I. p. 280 ; and Pfirkman'a ' ' Pioneers," Chapters V. ana TI. Tbe BDgnenow fonght the 
JeBUitaui the last. 
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The same year, under the same moiiopolf , De Mont sent Cham- 
plain with two veseela to Canada. It is possible that the expedition 
of Champdor6 was authorized in consideration of receiving a portion 
of the profits. 

But, before speaking of the voyage, it will be necessary to state 
what is known concerning Pierre Angibout, as in the future he must 
take rank with the worthies, who, amidst perils and priTations, 
labored to achieve the conquest of the wilderness of New England. 

In Champlun's narrative, Champdor6 is traduced and denied bia 
proper place, owing clearly to the jealousy excited by his merits. 
Champlain says that he was a good carpenter ; but he must have 
been something more, in order to hold his plac« as pilot and navigator 
for a period of three years, and to be entrusted with an independent 
expedition in the fourth. Champlain, perhaps, felt that his appoint- 
ment, after a long trial, to this responsible post, formed a sarcasm 
upon his attempts to cheapen Cbampdor^'a merits, and he does not 
allude either to his apQointment or his voyage. Lescarbot, however, 
recognizes Champdui6's services, also addressing a sonnet to him, 
as Pierre Angibaut dit Champ-dore Gapitaine de Marine en la 
I^ouvelle France* 

In describing the buildings at St. Croix, Lescarbot speaks of the 
abodes of "Sires d'Orville, Ch3,p]ain, ChampdorS, and other 
notable personages." Again, in speaking of those whom De Mont 
left behind at Fort Royal to pass tiie winter of 1605-6, he mentions 
Monsieur Champlain and Monsieur Champdor^, the one for 
geography and the other for the conducting and guiding the 
voyages, f 

The position of Champdor^ while attached to the colony was 
clearly defined ; and though at times the geographer was obliged to 
recognize the pilot's capacity, he nevertheless seeks every occaaioa 
to detract from hii merit, and to set down every disaster to his credit. 
At the instance of Foutrincourt, Champdor^ was on one occasion 
placed under arreet, having been charged with the wilful destruction 
of the shallop, which, in 1606, unfortunately struck upon the rocka 
at Fort Royal, though they were glad to release him and secure the 
benefit of hia skill. f 

Champlain vents his spleen in paragraphs like this : " We came 
near being wrecked on a rocky islet, on account of Champdor^'s 
usual obstinacy." 

Lescarbot was probably indebted to Champdor^ for portions of 
the material need in describing the voyages of 1604, '5 and '6, as he 
did not go in person further south than Grand Menan. On more 
than one occasion he refers to ChampdorS as an informant. 

The voyage of Champdor^ is mentioned in three editions of Les- 

■ Lei Miuei d» la yotnette Frane», p. 42- 

f HMoin de la IfouvelU France. Ed. 1612, p. 476. Ibid. Ed. 1609. 

i Ctuunplalu'B " OSuvres," £d. Quebec, Vol. I. pp. U-8&. 
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carbot's N'ouvelle France^ though tiie edition of 1609 forms the 
real authority.' The succeeding editions omit that part of the 
nanTative found in chapter iv. of the edition of 1609, evidently to 
avoid going over the same subject twice. The portion omitted in 
the two succeeding editions is very interesting. 

Lescarbot eaje, first, that the colonists, returning to France in the 
autumn of 1607, brought samples of the products of the coimtry, 
such as com, wheat, rye and barley, and presented them to the 
King. Poutrincourt, as a special offering, presented some tame 
"Outarda," or geese, which he had "taken firom the shell." They 
pleased the King, and were at once domiciled in the beautiful ponds 
of Fontainbleu. The reports made appear to have encouraged his 
Majesty ; and Lescarbot is correct in saying that at this time, "upon 
a fair exhibition of the fruits of the said country, the King confirmed 
to Monsieur De Mont the privilege for the trade in beavers with the 
savages, "f and that this, in connection with the general encourage- 
ment which the prospect afforded, led to the attempt in 1608. 
Lescarbot states that the King acted with direct reference to the estab- 
lishment of colonies, and, writing in 1609, aays : " By this occasion 
he [De Mont] sent thither in March last families to begin the Chris- 
tian and French Commonwealth there, which God grant to bless in 



The statement that " families " were sent out is very significant, 
showing that the French saw distinctly the true policy to be pur- 
sued, and that they entertained the project of permanent homes. 
Of the experience of these "families" we, at present, have no 
particular knowledge. Kevertbeless a glimpse is given of the con- 
dition of Acadia after the terrible winter wfajch bad frozen the spirits 
of Fopham's men, but which the French happily escaped. They 
found the grain which had been sown the previous year in a flour- 
ishing condition, and the faithfid old savage, Membertou, with his 
dusky followers, ready to extend a cordial welcome. It is not clear, 
however, that Champdor^ and his colonists remained in New France 
during the winter of 1608-9. Perhaps the account of the severity 
of the previous winter dampened their ardor and hastened their re- 
turn, notwithstanding they had brought out what ate called 
" families." 



Hirer. In the heading or L. IT. C. zix. (p- 603) 1b the following: Voyage tn la Noutelb 
France, depuii It retour da dit Sieur PoulTirKOiai. In dropping MB pwt of the mirratiye to 
whicb this refers, Lescorlwt forgot to erase this reference to It. The edition of ISIS possesaea 
the same features, thoagh C. It. takes the place of C. xtx. The first edition of Leecarbot'a 
work wat pnblished in 160(1. Edltione follonred In 1611, 1612 and 1618. Le t.ong refers to 
an edition of 16IT. See BMiothiqtie Bittorique, Vol. III. No. 39,654. A letter altribated 
to Lescarbot b; M. Oabriel Marcel, of the geographical section of the Biblinthique Na- 
tionals, Faria, bea been published by that writer, with notes. Puis, 1SB5. It was written 
at Port Boval, Aug. 22, 1606, and Is of Interest. Lescarbot wae born abont the year 
1S66-70. and died abont 1630. 

f It is clear that the privilege, which 'waa for one year only, had no special application 
to the territory ceded to Foutiinconrt. The Patent to De Mont covered all of New France. 
See Patent In Champlaln's (Bmrtt, Vol. I. p. 136. 
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